INDEPENDENT CANDIDATES 

PETITION/STATEMENT OF NOMINATION 
in the GENERAL ELECTION, NOVEMBER 2, 2010
I join in a petition to place on the general ballot of the _____________________________________* Party,

(*Leave BLANK for independent, or write in up to three words but not the name of a political party organized in Vermont)
the name of ________________________________________________, whose residence is in the city or town of 
_______________________________ in the county of _______________________ for the office of 
_______________________, in the district of ________________________ to be voted for on Tuesday, the 2nd day of November, 2010; and I certify that I am at the present time a registered voter and I am qualified to vote for a candidate for this office.
	SIGNATURE
	PRINT NAME HERE
	TOWN OF RESIDENCE
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INFORMATION FOR CANDIDATES

INDEPENDENT CANDIDATES

in the GENERAL ELECTION, November 2, 2010
SIGNATURES REQUIRED to be added to General Ballot – 17 V.S.A. § 2402(b).

For Statewide and U.S. Congressional Officers - 500
For State Senator and County Officers - 100

For State Representative - 50

For Justice of the Peace - 30 or one percent of the legal voters of the municipality, whichever is less.

WHERE TO FILE – 17 V.S.A. § 2387 – All independent candidates (except Justices of the Peace) must file with the Office of the Secretary of State, 26 Terrace Street, Montpelier, VT 05609-1101.  We must receive your petition before 5 p.m. on Friday, Sept. 17, 2010.  Independent Candidates for Justice of the Peace file with your Town Clerk.

WHEN YOU FILE
No sooner than MONDAY, JUNE 7, 2010 and no later than 5:00 p.m., or close of the Town Clerk’s Office for JPs, on FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2010.  17 V.S.A. § 2386
Note:  Under Vermont law, "filed" means "deposited in the regularly maintained office of the official with whom the filing is to be made."  17 V.S.A. § 2103(13).  This means your petitions and consent form must be received before 5:00 p.m. on Friday, September 17, 2010.

CONSENT FORM
A consent of candidate form must be filed at the same time as the statements of nomination at the Vermont Secretary of State's Office (JPs file with your town clerk).  You MUST file the Consent of Candidate form at the same time you file your nominating petition.  17 V.S.A. §2357
NAME OF PARTY – 17 V.S.A. § 2403.

The political or other name on the petition/statement shall be substantially different from the name of any political party organized in Vermont and may not be more than three words.  It shall also be different from any name on any other statement of nomination for the same office presently on file with the Secretary of State for the same election. Leave the “party” line BLANK if you want the word "Independent" to be printed on the ballot after your name – or just write “Independent.”

INFORMATION FOR SIGNERS
WHAT IT MEANS TO SIGN – 

Your signature doesn't necessarily mean you will vote for the candidate in November.  You are just saying that you feel the candidate is a worthwhile person to be running in the general election.

You may sign as many independent petitions/statements of nomination for a given office as there are nominations to be made (seats to be filled) for that office.  (You may sign a petition for an independent even if you had signed a petition for someone else for the Primary Election.)

For example:

· You may sign one independent petition for Governor.

· You may sign petitions for two different State Representatives if you live in a two-member district

· You may sign three petitions if you live in a three-seat district for State Senate

· You may sign as many petitions for Justices of the Peace as your town will elect in November (5, 7, 10, 12, or 15).  If you are unsure how many your town will elect, please contact the Town Clerk.

